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enealogical research is a never-ending process. Just when you think you know it all, 

something else pops up. Nevertheless, it is an extremely rewarding process. It is also an 

addictive process. You start out innocently trying to find out who is this and that person, and you 

end up getting so close to your ancestors that you feel that you know them personally. And, because 

they accomplished so much with so little in an era that had few conveniences to make their life 

easier, you begin to hope that you are worthy of being their relative.  

 

The Pinter family of Bureau County, Illinois, is such a family. 

 

Heinrich and Elizabeth Pinter came to America around 1848 to 1850, raised two sons and tried to 

establish a better life. Tragedy and hard work confronted them. In spite of this, however, they 

succeeded in raising two sons who in turn raised 19 children. Eighteen of these children had 

families of their own until, by the time this book was written, there were over 900 direct 

descendents of Heinrich and Elizabeth.  

 

Scope 

The period of time between Heinrich and Elizabeth’s birth and today is a span of about 208 years. 

As I began my research and then decided to write this book, it became obvious that the family 

grew significantly between the early 1900s and today and that it was impossible for me to write 

about that period and do it any justice. Therefore, this book is limited in scope to the period of the 

late 1700s to about 1930.  
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Accuracy of Content 

The author has made every effort to be as accurate as possible when writing this book. However, 

it is not impossible for there to be an inaccuracy here and there. When the author was unsure about 

something, he noted that uncertainty. When information from two or more sources was in conflict, 

that conflict was mentioned.  

 

The reader should notify the author if inaccuracies are noticed in the book. 

 

The author apologizes for any inaccuracies that might exist and any names that may have been 

inadvertently omitted.  
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